Sarf 


Sarf is the Science of Classical Arabic which deals with: 

1. patterns of vowelization which indicate tense of a verb 

2. designated endings which reflect the gender, plurality, and person of the Subject (the one doing 
the verb) 

Gender: There are two genders in Arabic: Masculine and Feminine. Unlike English, there is no neutral 
gender in Arabic. Ali nouns are masculine unless they are defined feminine, either by general 
agreement e.g. Umm (Mother), shams (Sun), or by the the ending O which is called ta marbuta. 

Plurality :In Arabic there are three ways of describing the number of nouns: single, dual, andplural 
(more than 2). 

Person: Similar to English, there are three persons in Arabic: 2”"^, and 

According to the above scheme the Subject of a verb can cause 18 (2 x 3 x 3) changes to the patterns of 
vowelization and designated endings of that verb. These are listed below: 

3rd person Masculine Singular/Dual/Plural 3 

3rd person Eeminine Singular/Dual/Plural 3 

person Masculine Singular/Dual/Plural 3 

person Eeminine Singular/Dual/Plural 3 

1 person Masculine Singular/DuaEPlural 3 

st 

1 person Eeminine Singular/Dual/Plural 3 

st st 

However, the 1 person Masculine Singular/Dual and 1 person Eeminine Singular/Dual are condensed 
as one; thus, the total is reduced by 4, bringing it to 14. A complete listing of these is given in the table 
below (note: this is taken from page 20 of Hussain Abdul Sattar’s Book, Fundamentals of Classical 
Arabic, available here) . 
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Sarf - Variations of the Past Tense 


Until now we have seen how to conjugate verbs using the simple past tense e.g. he ate, he helped, he 
did ete. Now we will see how we ean eouple some words to the past tense verb and make it either 
present perfect e.g. he has helped or past perfect e.g. he had helped. 

Sticking the word ^ in front of a past tense verb makes it present perfect. Thus, denotes actions 
whieh have just been eompleted e.g. he has helped, he has done, he has read ete. Note that ^ is a 
(i.e. a partide) so it does not change its form with the ehanging form of the verb. As an example, 'J-pj 

means he helped and 'fpj »ü means he has helped. The signifieance of this will become elear when we 
deal with the next section about making past perfect tense. One more thing to note is that yon cannot 
attach a U in front of to negate it: this construction is not allovved in Arabic. 

If we add dlS" in front of a past tense verb the verb becomes past perfect. Thus, dlS" denotes actions 

which have been eompleted in distant past. However, dlT is a verb, just like Jiâ, so it will also change 
its form when coupled with the past tense verb. The following table shows how this is done: 



He had helped 

1 foj uıT 

They (2 males) had helped 


They (many males) had helped 

°cd cJiS” 

She had helped 

. 

IJ faj 

They (2 females) had helped 

"s ü II 

They (many females) had helped 

- s ^ ^ ^ II 

1 o fpj c-.^ jj 

Yon (1 male)had helped 























»e - - ^ 

Yon (2 males) had helped 

k, y y 

Yon (many males) had helped 

A 

O jpsâj cuS' 

Yon (1 female) had helped 

k y y 

1 

Yon (2 females) had helped 

s: »e X X i 

CJ^ 

Yon (many females) had helped 

^ ^ •* ' 

o CuS' 

I had helped 

A 

u us' 

We had helped 


The negation of this conjugation is constructed simply by adding a U in front of it. Also, the passive 

voice for this conjugation is constructed the same way as before: dhamma on the first letter, kasra on 
the second last letter. 



Sarf - p )Ui' - The Present and Future Tense 

is the tense in Arabic which conveys the meaning of both present (simple and continuous) and 
future tenses. The context and situation of the usage will determine which of the above three are meant 
to be conveyed. It is what is called the Imperfect tense in English i.e. the action is either going on or is 
stili to start. 

Unlike the , the is peculiar in its nature beeause it is characterized by the presence of one of 

the 4 letters, namely ö (. (. cj {hamza, taa, ya’a, nun) at the start of a word . Thus a verb will 

have one of these 4 letters as a prefix. Plus, unlike the the endings of verbs do not follow a 

set pattern but are rather based on loose groupings. Mentioned below are the prefix and suffix rules for 
the 14 conjugations: 

Prefix Rules: 

1. Conjugation 1,2,3, and 6 will have as prefix 

2. Conjugations 4,5,7,8,9,10,11,12 will have o as a prefix 

3. Conjugation 13 will have as a prefix 

4. Conjugation 14 will have d as a prefix 

Suffix Rules: 

1. 5 conjugations will have no suffix at ali i.e. the last letter of the word will be the base letter of 





the verb. These are conjugations 1,4,7, 13, and 14 
2. 9 conjugations are further subdivided into 4 groups: 

• The 4 duals ( 3^^^ person Dual Masculine/Feminine, 2"^^ person Dual 

Masculine/Feminine) will have an ending consisting of an follovved by a d with a 
kasra e.g. . .These are conjugations 2,5,8, and 11 


• The 2 Masculine Plural Conjugations, number 3 and 9, will end in dj i.e. j preceded by 

^ fa 

a dhamma and succeeded by a d with afatha e.g. d jüij 


• The 2 Teminine Plural Conjugations, number 6 and 12, will end with a sukun on the 
laam position of the verb follovved by a d with afatha 

• The 2”^^ person Singular Teminine, conjugation number 10, has the suffix 'Jt i.e. a yaa 
saakin plus a d with afathac.g.'J^ 


The Table below lists ali these 


• ^ 0 ^ 

Jaju 

P- 

He does 


They (Dual, Male) do 


They (Plural, Male) do 

» ^ 0 ^ 

Jaju 

She does 

üMâki 

— 

They (Dual, Female) do 


They (Plural, Female) do 

» ^ 0 ^ 

Jaju 

— 

You (Singular, Male) do 


You (Dual, Male) do 


You (Plural, Male) do 


You (Singular, Female) do 




































ÜMÂaJ 

Yon (Dual, Female) do 

v>IâAj 

Yon (Plural, Female) do 

% ^ 0. X. 

JadI 

Ido 

» - 0 - 

JaAj 

Wedo 


The passive voice for the is constructed by: 

1. Putting afatha on the second last letter (if not already afatha) 

2. Adding a dhamma to the prefix 

Thus, j-Aü beeomes j-au (he is helped, he is being helped, or he will be helped). 

Adding in front of both active and passive voice of the will negate it 














Sarf - Variations of g^^LguoJI 


Welcome back to ^ finally! After a long haul with ^ we are back in the domain of Insha 

Allah I will explain some of the variations which can occur with (the present and future tense 

verb) and how the grammatical structure and meaning of the verb will change with these variations. 

fi 

There are two y (particles) which will combine with the to change it to a negative verb: 

and (I. Each of these imparts a slightly different meaning to the resulting verb and each of them will 
cause the original verb to have different endings as well. 

fi 

1. : Adding to will negate it and will restrict it to the future tense. Remember here that 

fi 

we had earlier said that covers both present and future. So now we know how to talk 

fi 

about just about the future! Finally, when negates the an element of emphasis is added 

to the negation. Thus, j’ . /s ° ^ ji means he will never help and j °;' ı j! means he will 

never be helped. 

fi 

2. (I : Adding (I to will negate it and will remove ali notions of present and future tense from 

the verb, thus rendering it back into past! This might seem a littie odd since we already have the 

(past tense) with us and we have already seen that we can negate it by using U. So why 


exactly do we need to stick (I in front of to construct what we already have? The 





difference here is rather subtIe: If your listeners have no previous knowledge of an event 


occurring and yon want to say that the event did not happen (meaning yon are simply informing 
them of the action not occurring) then yon would use U ; on the other hand if yon are speaking 
to someone who has incorrect knowledge of the event and believes that the event did occur 
whereas the evenet did not occur then you would use (I. So 'j-pj U is simple negation whereas (I 

A y 

has the element of rejection in it. One way of putting this is to say that (I is used when 
arguing with someone. 

A 

Rules for Coniugating ^ : 

1. The 5 conjugations which ended in dhamma will now end mfatha 

2. Out of the remaining 9 ali except the two feminine plurals will lose their final 

3. The two feminine plurals will not undergo any change 


He will never do 


They (2 males) will never do 


They (group of males) will never do 


She will never do 


She (2 females) will never do 


She (group of females) will never do 

(ıM'y 

You (male) will never do 


You (2 males) will never do 


You (group of males) will never do 


You (female) will never do 





You (2 females) will never do ^ 


You (group of females) will never do 


I will never do 


We will never do 

j^'y 


Rules for Conjugating / + ^ ı^' : 


1. The 5 conjugations which ended in dhamma will now end in sukun 

2. Out of the remaining 9 ali except the two feminine plurals will lose their final d 

3. The two feminine plurals will not undergo any change 


He did not do 


They (2 males) did not do 


They (group of males) did not do 

i a ^ 

She did not do 


She (2 females) did not do 


She (group of females) did not do 

yi^;y 

You (male) did not do 


You (2 males) did not do 


You (group of males) did not do 


You (female) did not do 


You (2 females) did not do 


You (group of females) did not do 


I did not do 


We did not do 



Two final points: 

1. The passive of the y construct is built by switching thefatha on the first letter to a dhamma e.g. 






Jİİj y becomes Jiid y , and so on 

2. The passive of the fiJ construct is built by switching thefatha on the first letter to a dhamma 
e.g. Jiij ^ becomes ^ , and so on 



Sarf - More variations of gL^LguoJI 


Here we go! We are now back dealing with . In this post we will deal with some more variations 

of the future tense. In a previous post I had explained how ^jUai' , which encompasses both present and 
future tense in Arabic, ean be limited to future tense onIy. However, recall that at that time we had done 
this by negating the verb. In this post, Insha Allah, I will show how to do the same without negating the 
verb i.e. how to say he will help, she will help ete. Secondly, I will also talk about the imperative for 

i.e. how to say verily he will help, verily you will help ete. 

Simple Future Tense : This is built by simply adding a or in front of eaeh conjugation of 

i jı } ^ ^ 

verb; this will restriet the tense to future. Thus, J—becomes J " «âA ■»( or J Aâ A uijlo ) and so 

on. That’s it! There is nothing more to building a simple future tense verb in Arabie, so we will move 
onto our next variation. 

Emphatic Future Tense : This one is not going to be as easy as the three-liner above. To build the 
emphatic for not only do we have add a J in front of it (with afatha), but the endings of the verb 
change as well. More specifically, a d is added at the end of the verb. It is interesting to note that this 
can be in a ia-ii (i.e. with a shadda on it) form or in the (i.e. with a sukun on it) form. The former 


is called îLâJ ö and the latter is called , literally meaning heavy nun and light nun, respectively. 








In terms of meaning the two endings do not differ, except in their tone. Thus one may be picked up över 
the other to satisfy complex poetry rules or when giving sermons. Meaning wise, there is no difference 

betvveen the two conjugations, be they are formed from d or d . Let us now see how these 
conjugations are formed: 

1. The fi ve singulars will have there ending dhamma changed to afatha and the final d , either 

•M J A ^ ^ / 

or U ,will added. Thus, J—*i_j becomes Please see table below for full listing of 

conjugations. Also note that there is afatha on J (just before the final ÂkS d . The reason for this 

will become obvious as I explain the conjugation change for the two plural masculines (see 
bullet #3 below) 

2. The four duals, which already have a d at the end, will have this d dropped so that we do not end 
up having three d when we attach a âİİj d or d to the end of the conjugations. Moreover, 

the final d will have a kasra on it 

^ i a ^ i a s 

3. The two masculine plurals ( and d^^lüî) and the second person feminine singular () 
will have their j and ij dropped and either Âİİj d or d will be added with a kasra on it. 

A 

Now imagine what would have happened had we not changed the dhamma on J—*Â_j to afatha 

^ A a ^ 

when forming the emphatic conjugation: the final form then would have been . But this is 
also the form which we get when we transform the third person masculine plural to the emphatic 



conjugation! Therefore, to avoid confusion, the dhamma on the third person masculine singular 

A 

J—j İS changed to afatha when forming the future emphatic. Conversely, the dhamma on the 
two masculine plurals which remains there in the emphatic conjugation is an indication of the 
dropped j . Similarly, the kasra on the second person feminine singular future emphatic form is 


an indication of the dropped iS 


4. Nothing will drop from the two plural feminines. However, to ease pronunciation, an til' is 


inserted between the original final d and the emphatic-forming d or d 


Verily he will do 


Verily they (2 males) will do 

ti ^ 0 ^ 

Verily they (group of males) will do 


Verily she will do 


Verily they (2 females) will do 

* - - i 

Verily they (group of females) will do 

ti s s ^ 

OLUiJ 1 
“ 1 

Verily You (male) will do ^ 


Verily you (2 males) will do ^ 

' tl ^ ay 

Verily you (group of males) will do 


Verily you (females) will do 

"■Jjâsİ 

Verily you (2 females) will do 

tl y ay 

Verily you (group of females) will do^ 

OLdju.j 

Verily I will do 


Verily we will do 






Notes: 


1. An example of ^ conjugation 


2. There are 6 less conjugation in the tables than there are in the ÂLS tables. This is because 


the ö is not attached to those conjugations which end in an t-Âİ' (the four duals and the two 


feminine plurals). Thus, rules 2 and 4 do not apply to the tables 



Sarf - The Command Verb: constructing the >ol 


The command verb, or the , is different from other verb conjugations previously covered in the 
sense that a command is usually directed towards a second person e.g eat! or stop!', thus, the 
construction of 2^^ person command verb in Arabic is different from that of other conjugations of the 

same. Also, at fîrst, it seems rather odd that we can even have a command verb in l^'^or 3’^‘^person 
conjugations. However, examples like He must eat! and They must abstain! do give us good examples 
of command verbs in persons other than second. 


Based on the above information we see that the 2’^^ person active command verb requires special 
attention. In fact, it’s construction rules are a bit different than those of & 3*^^^ person active 
co mm and verb. Below I give the general rules which gövem the constmction of active voice command 
verbs in Arabic: 

1. 2'^‘^ Person Active Command verb - constmcted using active verb of the and applying 3 
specifıc steps 

2. 1®^& 3"^^^ person active & passive and 2'^‘^person passive - constmcted using the endings of the (I 

table and attaching of y' in front of each conjugation 


Insha Allah we will see now how these mles are applied in practice. 

As a fîrst step we divide the (I table into two sections - 2*^^^ person (left side) and 3^^^^ & C* persons (right 


side): 



Yon (male) did not do 

J. »Â î 

He did not do 

d ^ 

Yon (2 males) did not do 


^They (2 males) did not do 

^d ^ 

Yon (group of males) did not do 

A 0 

1 jı i aÂ j 

►îhey (group of males) did not do 

A a X 

1 ^ i A Â J ^ ] 

Yon (female) did not do 

1 aÂ J ^ 

ı-âhe did not do 


Yon (2 females) did not do 


ÎShe (2 females) did not do 


Yon (group of females) did not do 


4he (group of females) did not do 

^ i A Â J ^ IS 


I did not do 

J.] 

We did not do 

1 . .. 

^aÂ i ^) 

1 


Constructing the Person / Person Active command verb : 

1. Attach a (»*i! with a kasra in front of each conjugation and keep the endings exactly as those in 

the (I table. This rule also applies to the passive construction. Here I will only give examples of 
the aetive voice: 


He must do! 


They (2 males) must do! 

Vi) 

^ 1 

They (group of males) must do! 

A 0 

1 ^ 1 A Â J 

She must do! 

^ » i J 

She (2 females) must do! 

'VaJ 

She (group of females) must 
do! 


I must do! 


We must do! 



Construeting the 2^^ Person Aetive command verb : 

These conjugations are constructed from the verb as outlined below: 


1. Remove the sign of i.e. o from the verb 






2. After removing the sign of if the next letter (i.e. the position) has a vowel on it then 
simply make the last letter of the remaining word sakin and use the endings from the (I table . 
An example of this kind would be J-'-iAîSinee the seeond letter already has a fathah on it 
therefore the eommand verb would be J-V Kî 

3. After removing the sign of if the next letter is sakin then it eannot be pronouneed sinee 

words need to start with a vowel {dhamma, fatha, kasra). In this ease, we add a hamza («■') in 

front of the word to aid pronuneiation, and then look at the ^ position of the word: if this letter 

has a dhamma then we put a dhamma on the hamza whieh is at the front of the word. However, 
if this letter has either a fathah or a kasra we put a kasrah on the hamza. Examples of this 
construetion are: 

. j ^ M^hieh ehanges to j-aj\ 

4. o jZAîNhich ehanges to o 

5. ^'^'M^hieh ehanges to 

A complete listing of the Person Aetive eommand verb is given below. Note that the endings 
remain that of the (I table: 


You (male) do! 


You (2 males) do! 

Vil 




You (group of males) do! 'if 


You (female) do! 


You (2 females) do! 

Vil 

You (group of females) 
do! 

jy T* âi 


The Emphatic Commaud : 

In addition to saying He must do! we can also give an emphatic command: Yerily, he must do!, which 
is the addition of emphasis to the command verb. Since we know that emphasis in Arabic can be 

achieved either by using ö or 0 , therefore we can have command verb conjugations in the 
emphatic form. The table below lists these conjugations for the active voice. Notice that the endings are 


exactly those of the emphatic table and that the of y' (with a kasra) replaces the (»*i! with a fatha at 
the start in the 3^^^^ and 1®* person conjugations (and also in I®'", and 3’^'^ person passive 
conjugations). Plus, the 2 person active conjugations stili start with di ( 


ii conjugations for the command verb: 


Verily [You (male)] do! 


Verily he must do! 


Verily [you (2 males)] do! 


Verily they (2 males) must do! 

° ,â, T., 1 

Verily [you (group of males)] do! 


Verily they (group of males) must do! 


Verily [you (female)] do! 


Verily she must do! 


Verily [you (2 females)] do! 


Verily they (2 females) must do! 

ti 

d^ *Â X ] 

Verily [you (group of females)] 
do! 

ti 

^ Verily they (group of females) must 
do! 



Verily I must do! 

"y. t J 

Verily we must do! 

y 

_ ^ _ 1 





d coniugations for the command verb: 


Verily [You (male)] do! ^ 

1 

Verily he must do! 


Verily [you (2 males)] do! 


Verily they (2 males) must do! 


Verily [you (group of males)] do! 


Verily they (group of males) must do! 


Verily [you (female)] do! 


Verily she must do! 

^ i ^ J 

' 

Verily [you (2 females)] do! 

■ ■ 

Verily they (2 females) must do! 

■. 

Verily [you (group of females)] do! 


Verily they (group of females) must do! 



Verily I must do! 

'i 

Verily we must do! 

c_ 

^ i *ui J 




Sarf - JlaS - Introduction to Verb Groupings 


Up until now we have been dealing with just one type of the base verb i.e. 




. However, this is 


not the only way a base verb can occur in Arabic. In fact, the verb (and consequently the 


^ jUs_L« verb) can occur in several different patterns depending upon the vowelling and number of 

letters in the base verb. In this post, I will, Insha Allah, explain about different patterns of Arabic verbs 
along with some of their examples. 


To start with, we may be tempted to assume that any two verbs which have the same voice, same tense, 
and the same conjugation number will look alike and will rhyme with one another. However, this is not 
the case as can bee seen by looking at the following 3 examples: 



2 . 






3. 


The first verb, j— a—î (to help), rhymes with J A A and has the same number of letters as J—^ . 
The second verb, (to hear), although having the same number of letters as J—*—®, does not 

rhyme with it due to a kasra on the middle letter. Finally, the last verb, ^ i (to roll), does not 










rhyme with J—*—®, and also has 4 letters in it, rather than 3. As a rule of thumb, differences in Arabic 


verbs can occur due to one of 6 reasons: 

• 3 of these reasons relate to number of letters in the base verb and its vowelling pattem 

• 3 of these reasons relate to irregularities. These have nothing to do with number of base letters 

or the vowelling pattern of the verb. Rather, these difference in verbs are introdueed by the 


presence of certain letters e.g. , j 


In this post I will deal with the first 3 rules whieh ean be stated into the following expanded categories: 

1. Differenee in number of base letters of a verb 

2. Difference in the way the verb is enhaneed 

3. Difference in the ^ position vowelling of a verb 


The minimum number of letters in a base verb is 3 and the maximum is 4. Eaeh one of these two sets of 
verbs may comprise of only base letters (i.e. without any enhancement) or they may have addition of 
non-base, or extra, letters (i.e. enhaneed), whieh provides us with 4 distinct verb groupings: 

1. Verbs with 3 base letters which are not enhaneed, called i j—' 

2. Verbs with 3 base letters whieh are enhaneed, ealled aJ e.g. ^ ' 

" > ’’ ' ' , ' 

3. Verbs with 4 base letters which are not enhaneed, ealled i j e.g. ^ j—» i 

^ s 

4. Verbs with 4 base letters which are enhaneed, called ‘ti ojy» j e.g. j '° y ' 


On top of this, verbs ean differ in the way the vowel appears on the ^ position. Using the i 
form of and switching the vowel on the ^ position, we get 3 distinet pattems: 


1. J-*-® 

2 . 




For each of these pattems of a i verb, there will exist 3 corresponding ^ jUs-l» pattems 

with their own vowelling pattems, giving us 9 pattems in total which are listed in the table below: 


# 

^ jUa_Lo 


1 

A 

l ^ “ ö ' 4 

1 • ^ ^ 

J ' “ - 

J 

2 

A 

l 

l ' • ' A 


J 

3 


I ' • ' A 


J 

4 

A 

r^ı . ' i 


j - 

5 

A 

l 

1 •' 


j - 

6 

A 




7 

A 



j 

r 

A 

A X . 



9 

\a 0 . . 

l • â 4 

1 ^ ' A 


J 


The pattems 6, 7, and 8 do not exist in t 


he Arabic Language, which means that you will never fınd a 


verb based on this pattem of vowelling. As for the remaining 6, eaeh pattem is called a 


ob (door) and ean be defined as an etymological grouping which arises due to a difference in number 


ofletters or the ^ position voweUing in both and ^ jLjs-i» pattems of a verb. Every i 


verb in Arabie will follow exactly one of these pattems. To ease memorization of these the 


seholars of have picked up the most widely used example from each of them and have named the 


ob after it. These are listed in the following table in their order of popularity: 




# 



1 



J « 

J -If* 

2 


1- 

3 


I 1 

4 

* 



(w 


5 

y s ^ y 


6 

^ J 

V 

-1 


I post here another way of remembering these oljjl , eourtesy of lANT 


The : 

Enhaneement to verbs ean be done in various ways: duplieation of the ^ position e.g. <- ^ " fr 

‘ E fr ( to know -> to teach), or adding a hamzah, ealled (or the enabling hamza, whieh is 

added to ease pronuneiation), at the front of the verb. This ean be noticed with the ^ which 

has 14 out of whioh 5 do not have the enabling hamzah in front of them and ali of these 5 are 
popular. The rest of the 9 have the enabling hamza in front of them and only 3 are popular from among 

theses nine. The 5 o'ii' of ^ without the J-p yJ' are given in the table below: 


# 

^ jUa_« 

1 

1 



2 


i8 

J ı 


































































3 




^ ^ ^ 

(J- T ^ “ d 

JVâ'î 


J. A Â i d 

J.'A K'i 


I hope that this very brief introduction to oljjl will be a good starting point for further leaming of 


this vast field Insha Allah, I will write more about this topic önce we go through it in the 

course. 



Sarf - Categories of Irregular Verbs - ^LuulSİ 


We have already seen how variations in verb pattems in the Arabic Language can take place dne to 6 
reasons, 3 of which deal with a difference in the number of base letters and the vowelling pattern of the 
verb. In this post I will give a listing of the other 3 reasons with an example of each, Insha Allah. 

These 3 are related to irregularities i.e the presence of certain letters within the verb. Following is a list 
of these irregularities ; 

• The presence of a« 


• The presence of a weak letter i.e. a j'j or a «-b 


• The last two base-letters being the same letter i.e. a doubled letter ui 


Based on the presence or absence of one of these reasons the scholars of Sarfhrn^ divided the Arabic 


verbs in 7 categories, or to give the Persian term for it, in (»Uiî c-i* 


Type name 

Characteristic 

Example 


No weak letters;no duplication of 
letters 

1 


î anywhere in the base verb 

'j-rı, ju, 


j'j or ftb at the front 

j—^ ^ j 


j'j or ftb at the ^ position 

, J j-j 


j'j or s-b at the J position 

' , ' 1 ' 

J—J 

' 1 

Two weak letters in the verbs 

, 'J J 


jsecond and third letter same 

# Si 





































Category 3, 4, 5, and 6 ali involve a j'j or a tb and verbs falling under these categories are collectively 


called . 


This brief introduction is a prelüde to the vast part of Sarf whieh deals with irregularities in Arabic 
verbs. I will, Insha Allah, post more detail about eaeh of these eategories in the near future. 



Sarf - The Irregular Verb - 


In the 1^ post we learned about the 7 categories into which Arabic verbs can be grouped and then we 
saw how introduction of weak letters can cause verbs to become irregular i.e. cause their conjugations 
to differ from the normal conjugations of regular verbs. Now we will, Insha Allah, start going into 

details of each of the verb categories which deal with irregular verbs. Our first post deals with 
which, as yon may recall, is a verb having j'j or at the ^ position. 

'-i verbs in Arabic Language come from either one of the 3 baabs: o , j—a— i, or . 

Thus , Jb-i comes from the j' - a' > baab, ^b—; comes from o baab, and >-İbl> comes from 

^ baab. The very first thing when dealing with irregular verbs is to find the actual base letters in 

it. Remember, irregular verbs are called irregular since one or more of their base letters have either 
ehanged to some other letter or have dropped altogether due, mainly, to pronunciation issues. We will 

now see how we can find the base letters in jır^ verbs and during this exercise we will come up with a 

rule to form irregular verbs in this category starting from their base letter. 

The base letter in an irregular verb can be found by: 

1. Looking at nouns formed from these verbs 

2. Looking at the ^ jbA-l« of the irregular verb 

Exposure to Arabic Language leads us to the fact that the 3 nouns formed from Jb_i and j—- a—î, and 








^L_j are Jj3(a saying), transaction or a sale), and ^y^ifear), respectively. Also, as we will learn 
shortly, the ^ jUa_la of the three verbs also contain j'j 

in its middle. Thus, we can now derive the original verbs using this fact and the knowledge of baab 
from which each verb comes. 


Original Form 

Final Form 


JLJ 

't—^ 





Now we are ready to State our rule for dealing with active voice of the of . 

Simple Change to A/ı/rule (Active : 

Whenever there is a ' • ' ^ weak letter i.e. a jlj or a s-kpreceded by a ^ j % ° e ' letter, change 

the jlj or f-i to alif. 

As yon can see that this rule completely covers the conjugation given in the table above. 

Now I will list the table for JL—î which will throw up some more light on the treatment of 


JL_İ 

He said 


They (two males) said 

j_JL_İ 

They (more than two males)said 

c—J l-İ 

She said 

'b_jL_İ 

They (two females) said 


They (more than two females)said 





c., ° 1/ e 

Yon (male) said 


Yon (two males) said 

^ 0 1 ~ 

Yon (more than 2 males) said 

c., MA 

Yon (female) said 


You(2 females) said 


You(more than 2 females) said 

c .,° i’l 

I said 

liULli 

We said 


Note the loss of alifîmm 6* conjugation onwards. Also, note the change fvom fatha to dhamma. The 
alif is dropped because it is not easy to pronounce an a/i/followed by a letter because of the 


introduction of an unnecessary J—The dhamma is introduced as a trace for the fact that it was a j'j 


which dropped from the verb. Similarly for A ; the 6* conjugation would be , with the first 


letter having a kasra (and onwards to the last conjugation) signifying that the dropped letter was a s-k ■ 


For , however, this simple rule does not apply in totality. The conjugation here is 


rather than which one would expect. This is explained by the fact that in the case of 


the kasra signifies that the verb is .*JJ' jjJ—(has a kasra on the ^ position) because 


originates from the o ' haah, therefore its middle letter has to have a kasra on it. In this case we do 


get a hint as to which letter was dropped. 


To deal with the pas şive voice we recognize that the following are the starting points for the above 



mentioned 3 verbs: 


Original Form 

Final Form 

J j—î 

Js-r® 






Using the above table we can State the following rule for the passive of the type: 


Whenever the ^ position of a passive is a j!j or s-U remove the vowelfrom the letter before it and 


transfer the kasra to this letter. Now, if the ^ position is a j!j change it to a s-U in accordance with the 


dİrule, which States that any jl) which is and is preceded by a kasra will change to f-O 


Note: conjugation onwards the conjugations are same for both active and passive voice for the 

type 

The ^ jUa_l« for the ^ type: 


These come from the counterparts of the corresponding verb which means that the originals will 
rhyme with the corresponding baabs. The following table list the ^ jUa-l» for the 



^ jUa_L« for the j^r' 


A A 



A 

i J . ,>5 4 

A 

^ J - - —i 

C'- • " 

A 

A 

j ° ^ . 




As is the case with the of the , changes occur in the final forms of these verbs dne to 





presence of weak letters. These changes are given below: 


Original Form 

Final Form 

A A 

J 


A 

A 

C'- " 

L-'- ■- 

^ 0 



These changes are governed by the following rule: 


Whenever the re is a ^ “ weak letter i. e. a jfjoras-k preceded by a d jJSLLj , transfer the 

vowelfrom the weak letter to the letter before it. Now, ifvowel being transfered is afatha then change 
this letter to an alif. 

This rule can conveniently be called: 

Transfer the vowel - in case offatha change to a/i/Rule 

Below, I give the full conjugations for the ^ jUa__« for the ‘-i using J j ° â ' j as an example: 


A A 

J jkj 

He says 

^ A 

Ö'İjÂi 

They (two males) say 

^ AA 

OjJji 

They (more than two males) say 

A A 

JjİÎ 

She says 

1 - 

They (two females) say 

; 0 A 

They (more than two females) say 

A A 

JjÂÎ 

Yon (male) say 

A 

d'İ jiî 

Yon (two males) say 

^ AA 

OjJ jÂ) 

Yon (more than 2 males) say 





You (female) say 

^ A 

Ö'İ JİÎ 

You(2 females) say 


You(more than 2 females) say 

A Ay 

Jj3l 

I say 

A A 

J JÂİ 

We say 


Hopefully this brief introduction to will be a good starting point for understanding irregularities 
in Arabic verbs, Insha Allah. 




Sarf - The Irregular Verb - yjA SU- Part 1 


Disclaimer: This post is due to a majör contribution from Humairah (blogging here) . Any mistakes, of 
course, are mine. 

As we have already learned . jA-JLJ verb is one whieh has j or at its fi position. For the purpose of 
illustration we will take three examples of a verb: C’ i {he called) , which eomes from 

j—A-j baab , j {he lhrew), which eomes from o j—^ baab, and j {he was pleased), which 

eomes from o ' baab. In this post I will, Insha Allah, deal with the eonjugations of the 

i verb. 

of jA-JLJ: 

Below, I will list the eonjugations for both i and j. Note that the only oeeurs in the 

İrrst 5 eonjugations of both these verbs. I will Insha Allah also explain why the J. ^ 1 « A oeeurs in eaeh 
ease. We will deal with j separately later in this post, Insha Allah. 





1 

L-fr i 


2 

' J— ^ ^ 


3 

t j__p i 

' J— * J 

4 

t 

0 ^ 

5 



6 

d j—e- i 

J 







































7 

o j—f’ i 

° j 

8 

. f ° y '' 

i ^ ? A c- ^ 

ı " ^ " 



9 

t ^ ^ ^ 


10 

o j—f’ i 

»j 

11 

. ' ^ ° y '' 

1 ^ t A ^ ^ 




12 

‘ ‘ - 

ü' '“'A' 'M 

13 

o i 


14 

L_i i 

'A—»j I 


In the Arabic Language certain pronunciation issues arise when weak letters are preceded by 
inappropriate vowels. For example, it is diffıcult to pronounce a j which is j " ^ A A and is preceded 

by a il-d—^ or a which is ^ j— ^ e and is preceded by a ° k . In such cases we implement 

rules which change these weak letters to other, pronounceable, letters coupled with a shift in the vowel 

•a 

itself from one letter to another. Thus, for j to occur the j or need to be ^ j— ^ » and need 

to be preceded by inappropriate vowels. 

On the other hand, a j which is and is preceded by a 3, ' is very normal; similarly a ij 

which is and is preceded by a « j ° ^ < is very normal. Moreover, a j ov iS preceded by a 

° ' k is also considered normal for pronunciation. Now, if you note that in the above table there is no 
J--4*—j from the 6th conjugation downwards because in there the j or is and is preceded by 

a normal vowel i.e. a ° ' k . 


First coniugation: Recall that whenever a j or is preceded by a letter with a ^ ° v A on it the j or is 



















































changed to thus, the first conjugation was actually y—t- i which changed into i due to the simple 
change to alif rule. The same is true for j which was initially « j 


Second coniugation : This should actually be ' j—f’ i rhyming with . Hovvever, the simple 


change to alif rule will cause it to become i which is difficult to pronounce and thus the final alif 


will drop leaving us with i . Note that this is exactly the same as the first conjugation so there is 


actually no < allowed here. Thus the final form remains ' j—-f’ i 


‘s .. . ^ ^ ' 

Third coniugation : Rhyming with ' j—L_*-J this should be ' j y—t- i . The first j changes to ' due to the 
simple change to alif rule, leaving us with ' jL-^ i . This form, hovvever, has two letters 

Corning together in it therefore we drop the first' leaving us with ' j—^ i 


Fourth Conjugation : This was originally o i rhyming with c . ' \ ' k . The j changed to ' causing 
it to become oL_^ i. Because of the gathering of letters the ' is dropped leaving us with 



Fifth Coniugation : This was originally L-j j—s- i rhyming with \ ' \ ' k . The j changed to ' giving 


us i. It is important to note here that in this last form the o is actually but has to carry a 


° ' k because of the final' which is the pronoun of duality. Thus the ' in the middle will drop 



because of gathering of two ^ letters leaving us with I'' » i 


Ali the above rules can be equally applied to the fırst five conjugation of the j table. 


As for j the only majör < is in the 3*^^^ conjugation, ali other rhyming with the 



First conjugation: It was actually j but changed its form due a rule which is called the edge rule. 


It States that position j (i. e. occurring at the edge of a word) preceded by a î j ° wiU 


change to This rule deals with the concept of ‘ small J—d*—<' whereby one letter changes to 




another but the form of the verb is not disfigured: j stili rhymes with . 

Note: this ’small <' happens in ali 14 conjugations for j 

Third coniugation : The 3*^^^ conjugation was originally ' j (rhyming with ' j ' * ^ o ' ■«> ) which is 

hard for pronunciation since the ıS is preceded by a î-lo—. Moreover, this ıS here is then followed by 

a j which makes it even harder on the tongue. In this case, the il-o—moved from ıS to Jp, which lost 

it â j ° The ıS is then dropped because it is left with a j which is The j cannot be 

dropped since it is a pronoun (denoting ‘they, group of males’). 

This conciudes our discussion of introducing the for the jA-JLJ verb. The next post, Insha Allah, 


will deal with the ^ jL—of the jA-JLJ verb. 



Sarf - The Irregular Verb - yjA SU- Part 2 


Disclaimer: This post is due to a majör contribution from Humairah (blogging here). Any mistakes, of 
eourse, are mine. 

We have already diseussed the of the jAâUverb. In this post, Insha Allah, I will diseuss the 


^ jUa_L« pattems for the same and we will see how some conjugations undergo J~—U-J . 


In the ^ jUa_L« of the jAâUverb, 6 eonjugations do not have J. ^ A since they rhyme with their 
counterparts. These are conjugations number 2,5,6,8,11, and 12 i.e. the 4 duals and the 2 plural 

feminines. For example, the set of these 6 conjugations from the j —j table will rhyme with 

û X I “ X X û X 

o whereas the set of these 6 conjugations in the j—i table will rhyme with 

Below, I will give the complete listing of the ^ jUa-l« for 3 jAâUverbs: 


1 

^ s ° ^ 

jı P >Aı ıi 

0 s 

CST-* j—^ 

1 “ . 

2 

di j—^ i 

dL_^°^. 

dL_^“^. 

3 

d jls- J_j 

0 J —» J—İ 

d j_d> j—J 

4 


9 S 

1 “ X 

5 

di j-İf’a—i 


dL—1 

6 

d jls- J_j 



7 

Jl P |1 


1 “ X 

J—* 

8 

dİ j-İf’a—i 


dL^> 1 

9 

0 —î 

d 

d j " .ı'ıg j—î 

10 

-i—î 




















































11 

01 j-İf’a—i 

J—^ 

1 

0L_— 

12 

0 —î 



13 

' , ° -'X 

J—f’ i ( 

J ' 


14 

Jı P S, 1* 

0 9 

1 “ X 


Only the 5 singulars (1,4,7,13,14) and 3,9, and 10 have J ~ 4»— ^ in them. Note that we incinde 
conjugation 14 in the singular group since it looks like a singular 

If yon remember, the edge rule for a jAâUverb States that position j (i. e. occurring at the edge 

of a word) preceded by a e wiU change to ıj". However, look at the cases of j—t or 

j—J or j° f 'l i g j— j . They ali have j at the position since we know that the base letters in 

the j-lj table are j and j . Thus the first example should have been Oi j_-j because the j is 

not preceded by a « j ° However, it is changing to a . On top of this, we have also stated that 

that there is no J--4*—^ in this conjugation. To address this anomaly we say that since the final form of 

the verb is stili rh 3 nning with its counter part i.e. j , therefore there has only been a 

change of a letter rather than a full blown j. To explain the change of the letter (i.e. j to ) we 

State a rule which deals with a j or occurring beyond the third position in a jAâUverb. This rule can 
be named “Fourth position or beyond rule” and States that; 

ifa j comes in the fourth position or later in a word and it is not preceded by a i or a 


j, it changes into a (j. 



































Having noted this aspect, we now move on to deal with those conjugations which have full in 


them. 

s s A a f 

First coniugation : In the case of j-l-f’ -t-j it was actually j-lf’ J—j rhyming with . a ° ^ . The final 

, o o i o 

il-o—^ was awkward on j and was dropped. In the case of j—i this was actually j—i. Again, 
the was dropped since it was awkward on the . For the case of j —j the original was 

i o 

j—-9 J—i. The j is at the fourth position so change it to ^ according to the “Fourth position or heyond 
rule”. This leave us with j—i which has a ıs which is ^ —* and is preceded by a ° k so 

this is changed to ' according to the Simple Change io Alif rule , giving us J-i? j—i 

Third Conjugation : Here a_j was originally ö j yIs- j_j. The 5-1.4—^ on the y was dropped 
which leaves us with two j which are . Thus, one of these j is dropped giving us 0 y^ J—j 

The above process can actually be encompassed in a two step rule which States that: “Whenever there 
is a fi position y or iS preceded by a 3 / ,0 ' ra or a 5 j ° ^ ‘T , make the y or the iS as Now, if 

the j or is preceded by an appropriate short vowel and followed by an appropriate long vowel (see 

here for this discussion) then drop this j or This rule also takes çare of the 9th conjugation of 

yIs- J_j as well as the lOth conjugation of j—i. 

For the j —j table, the third conjugation was originally ö y rhyming with ö w_j. 
















The j was changed (according to the Fourth position rule) to ıS since it is preceded by a lı ^° ■'"‘ i giving 


us 0 ^ j—i. Now we have a ^ which is j ^ ^ ^ v' < and is preceded by a h r ° k so we change it 


to an ' using the Simple Change ioAlif rule , the introduction of which results in gathering of two 


letters. Thus, the ' is dropped, leaving us with 0 


lOth Conjugation : The starting point for this conjugation was j rhyming with j’ . a ° \ 


The « ^ is inappropriate before the j so the « j° was moved to the letter before it. This 


resulted in gathering of two letters. The j was dropped, leaving us with •*—' ■ This 


transformation is govemed by the following general rule: “If a j is preceded by a i-lo—and followed 


by a , the preceding letter is made and the vowel on j is transferred to the preceding letter. 


Then the j changes into a ıS and falls off due to gathering to two ^ letters’ 


In the case of j ° ^ < j—i this was originally j ° ^ ^ < j—J rhyming with jJ-; j ° - ts' I The « j ° ^ 


was inappropriate on the so the « j ° was dropped, leaving us with two letters. Thus, 


one of the is dropped giving us j— 


The lOth conjugation in the j —j table was originally j—^ j—i rhyming with j ° ^ " o ° 


The j is changed to according to the Fourth position or beyond rule. This leaves us with 




















j. Again, one of the tj is dropped due to the gathering of two 


letters giving us 



Almost of these rules can also be applied when constructing the passive conjugations for the ^ jUa-l« 

of the jAÎüverb. In some future post I will Insha Allah try to list ali the rules goveming J—d*—». Until 
then, hopefully, this introduction will eome in handy for the students of Classieal Arabic. 



Sarf - The rules for summary of and ı,,ıg>3U 


s • ^ ^ 

We already know that there are three letters in the Arabic alphabet which are called e., i , ^ p j 

(or the weak letters), namely j and ' and lŞ. The presence of these letters within the base letters of a 
verb will cause certain changes to occur which can change the final form of the verb. In this post, Insha 

Allah, I will list down the rules which deal with J. ^ A occurring at the position and the ^ 

position of the verb. Most of these rules have already been encountered when we discussed the 

and the jA-JL_ i verb (discussed here and her e h Since there are quite a few of these rules, and because 

we will see many of them in future j —p discussions, therefore it is beneficial to list these at one 

place for reference purposes. 

Rules for yr': 

ti 

1. Simple Change to Alif rule: Whenever there is a il j— ^ f, weak letter i.e. a j'j or suş 
preceded by a ° â A letter, change the j'j or to See here for examples of this rule 

2. The * rule; Any j'j which is and is preceded by a 5 j ° will change to iS. See 

here for examples of this rule 

3. Whenever the ^ position of a passive is a j'j or ış remove the vowel from the letter before 

it and transfer the « j ° ^ ‘T to this letter. See here for examples of this rule 

















4. Whenever there is a » weak letter i.e. a j'j ov snj preceded by a O j ' ^ , transfer 

the vowel from the weak letter to the letter before it. Now, if the vowel being transfered is a 

° k then change this letter to an See here for examples of this rule 

Rules for 


1. The Edge Rule: It States that “any (»*iî position j (i.e. occurring at the edge of a word) preceded 


by a â will change to ". This is depicted by the fırst conjugation of j 


which was originally j-^ j. See here for examples of this rule 


2. Fourth Position or Beyond Rule: If a j comes in the fourth position or later in a word and it is 


not preceded by a il.«—or a j it changes into a ij. See here for examples of this rule 


3. Whenever there is a position j or preceded by a or a« j° make the j or the ij 


as Now, if the j or is preceded by an appropriate short vowel and followed by an 


appropriate long vowel (see here for this discussion) then drop this j or The change of 


j j—-C’ J —i to (İJ j—f’ J —i is handled by this rule 


4. If there is a j or ' or at the end of a verb then they are dropped in case of (»For example, 


which was originally j —j or ^ J—j (*—! which was originally j—f’ J—j r-J 


Hopefully this list will come in handy for the students of ^ j—^ when dealing with ysr' and jA-JLj 















verb. Insha Allah, in the future, I will post about other (»Uiî c-Âa and their governing rules as well. 



This book is the combined version of the lecture notes 
available on: 

http://sheepoo.vvordpress.com/ pdf-files/ 


